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THE ONLY WAY OUT 

“My speech and my teaching was not with enticing words of man’s 
wisdom, but in demonstration of the spirit and of power.” 

—1 Cor . 2:1, 

R ELIGION, more than any other existing institution in the 
world today, is challenged by the new atomic age. For atomic 
energy is the ultimate physical force, and religion is, or should 
be, the controlling spiritual power of all physical things. Should that 
spiritual power fail to control the physical forces of destruction, then 
tins world is doomed. 

The hope of the future demands a spiritual awakening, a spiritual 
re-birth of individuals. History proves that no plan for peace and 
unity among men ever worked except when men individually and 
collectively sought repentance and forgiveness through a revival of 
the spirit. This is particularly so with regard to Christianity, which 
is essentially a religion of the spirit. It teaches that God is a spirit 
and must be worshipped in spirit and in truth, through Jesus Christ 
the only mediator. Christ’s teaching differs little in its effect on the 
world if, in the words of Paul, it is merely professed with “enticing 
words of man’s wisdom,’’ and not “in demonstration of the spirit and 
of power. 9 * 

Roman Catholicism demonstrates power, but it is a power that 
comes from outward ritual and symbolism, and from worldly prestige 
of a large, obedient membership, It shows great political strength and 
evidences of great wealth, which it demonstrates in spectacular parades 
and alliances with those in high places. Protestants often envy this 
show of strength and organizational efficiency. But machine-like effi¬ 
ciency should not be confused with success in the building of God’s 
kingdom in the hearts of men. 

Yet it is evident that the world today sadly lacks spiritual power. 
Statesmen labor hard and unsuccessfully to remake a devastated 
world without it. As a result, everybody’s heart is tilled with fear and 
foreboding. Scientists and military men, more than the preachers, 
prove that a revival of the spirit is necessary if the flesh is to be saved 
from total destruction. 

The task is then to show that the teaching of Jesus really works. 
This must be demonstrated, by a great inpouring of the spirit into the 
hearts of all people, and a great outpouring of that same spirit upon 
all flesh. 
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©| EDITORIAL NOTES AND COMMENTS j© 


A STEP FORWARD 

ROTE ST ANTS at long last rolled 
up their heavy artillery and bom¬ 
barded the White House itself in pro¬ 
test against the continued presence of 
Myron C. Taylor at the Vatican. 

Led by Methodist Bishop G. Brom¬ 
ley Oxnam, Protestant leaders repre¬ 
senting an estimated 40,000,000 Amer¬ 
icans demanded of President Truman 
last June 5 that Mr. Taylor be recalled, 
and received a promise that he would 
be, after the peace was settled. Accord¬ 
ing to the N. Y. Times of June 6, they 
told President Truman that Mr. Tay¬ 
lor's assignment as his personal repre¬ 
sentative to the Vatican was “unau¬ 
thorized ’ ’ and * ‘ unconstitutional. ’ ’ 
They called upon him to terminate Mr. 
Taylor’s Ambassadorial rank and resi¬ 
dence at the Vatican as “contrary to 
the historic American principle of sep¬ 
aration of church and state.” 

Cardinal Spellman of New York, as 
reported in the N. Y. Times of June 13, 
hit back bitterly at these Protestant 
leaders and insultingly referred to 
them as ‘‘pi'etending to represent 40,- 
000,000 Americans” and as backed by 
“unhooded klansmen.” In Rome the 
news of President Truman's promise 
to recall Mr. Taylor “ produced a most 
painful impression at the Vatican 
according to N. Y. Times f correspond¬ 
ent Arnaldo Cortesi on June 15. 

Protestants have thus gained a step 
in this long fight to keep church and 
state separate, but should not be lulled 
into a false security by a vague prom¬ 
ise that mav take years to fulfil. 


ROMAN CARDINAL WANTS 
IMMEDIATE WORLD WAR III 

AYMOND MOLEY, in a recent 
newspaper column, quoted from a 
United Press report the following state¬ 
ment by Cardinal Tien, first Roman 
Catholic Cardinal of China: 

“Thomas Cardinal Tien said today he 
believed a third world war was inevit¬ 
able, and that if fought immediately or 
in the not too distant future it would 
save more lives and avoid more destruc¬ 
tion than a delayed war.” 

In view of the invasion of so much of 
Europe by Soviet Russia, the Vatican 
is forced to a policy that must inevi¬ 
tably lead to war. Cardinal Tien is be¬ 
ing frank about it when he says that it 
would be better if this third world war 
were fought immediately. The Vati¬ 
can’s aim would thus be quickly at¬ 
tained without catastrophic loss of life 
and destruction. 


PROTESTANTS RESTRICTED 
IN ARGENTINA 

RGENTINA, under the Peron dic¬ 
tatorship, still continues to decree 
disabilities against Protestants. The 
latest decree goes so far as to give the 
Roman Catholic church in Argentina 
actual control of Protestant activities. 
Following is an AP dispatch from 
Buenos Aires as published in the N. Y. 
Herald Tribune of last June 2: 

“A government decree issued today or¬ 
dered registration of all religious or¬ 
ganizations except Roman Catholic. The 
decree forbade establishment of new 
Protestant missions or churches to 
work among the Indians and required 
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that in the future all Protestant sects 
must be approved by the local Catholic 
Bishop before they can deal with the 
government. 1 ’ 

This is in keeping with the tie-up 
between the Fascist regime and the 
Catholic church in Argentina. Shortly 
after the regime gained power, a de¬ 
cree was issued making the teaching of 
the Roman Catholic religion compul¬ 
sory in all the schools in Argentina. 


VATICAN POLICY IN EUROPE 

R. GEORGE LA PIANA—a for¬ 
mer Roman Catholic priest now 
professor of church history at Harvard 
—contributed a very valuable and sig¬ 
nificant article on the Vatican and Rus¬ 
sia in The Nation of last May 4. He 
sees no hope of rapprochement between 
these two great warring factions, but 
rather an extension of what he calls 
“the old explosive mixture of religion 
arid politics,” as the Vatican lines up 
the conservative forces of religion and 
politics for a titantic struggle against 
Russia. 

As a direct result of Russia’s victory 
in the war, says Dr. La Piana, the 
Vatican has lost both religions and 
political power “in a score of Euro¬ 
pean states/* This, along with the res¬ 
toration of the patriarchate of the Rus¬ 
sian Orthodox church and its support 
by the Soviet regime, cuts the Vatican 
off almost completely from all of east¬ 
ern Europe, and brings Russian domi¬ 
nation to the very gates of Rome itself. 

How the Vatican is working, and to 
a great extent succeeding, to build up 
a counter-bloc to dominate western 
Europe, has been also well summar¬ 


ized by J. Alvarez del Vayo in The 
Nation of June 29. In his view, the 
Christian Democratic Party in Italy 
and the M.R.P. in France, together 
with their brother parties in Belgium 
and Holland, form a “Western Cath¬ 
olic bloc’’—into which Franco’s Spain 
and Salazar’s Portugal will be incor¬ 
porated in time. “What the church 
needed ” he says, “ was a . . . hetero¬ 
geneous party , one calculated to con¬ 
fuse the people , having two wings that 
could foray both on the left and the 
right and , above all , draw votes away 
from the Marxist parties—in short , an 
organization that would sound progres¬ 
sive without being progressive , or at 
least not dangerously so. The name of 
the ChristiaAi Democrats in Italy was 
ideal; and the popular ring of the 
M.R.P ., the Mouvement Republicain 
Populaire, also had its advantages.” 

Every weapon in the Vatican’s 
armory was used to secure success for 
these parties it had blessed. On the eve 
of the French and Italian elections, the 
Pope appealed to the electors to vote 
“in the Christian way,” and his bish¬ 
ops openly threatened denial of the 
sacraments to all who would vote left. 
In Holland, Catholic party leaders de¬ 
clared : “For us, the bishops’ wishes 
are enough.” 

As a result, the elections, in Belgium, 
Holland, France, Italy and Austria 
turned out in favor of the Catholic 
parties. Catholic-sponsored parties also 
won out in Southern Germany and 
Luxemburg. It was all accomplished 
under the name of democracy and the 
Four Freedoms, for it is safe and prac¬ 
tical now for the Vatican to oppose the 
totalitarianism of Soviet Russia with 
the slogans of democracy and freedom. 
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The aim of the Vatican, however, in 
the words of the French Catholic news¬ 
paper Temoignage Chretien , is a vic¬ 
tory for “ total Catholicism 

J. Raymond Walsh, radio commenta¬ 
tor on Station WMCA in New York, 
as reported in the N. Y. Post of May 
29, summed up the entire Vatican po¬ 
litical situation very succinctly as fol¬ 
lows : 

“It is apparent that Europe is ill the 
midst of an immense struggle marked, 
as in the past., by the efforts of the 
Vatican to maintain temporal as well 
as spiritual influence on men’s lives. 
In every country the i>oles of reference 
are not local capitals, but Moscow and 
Rome.” 


RELIGIOUS FREEDOM FOR ITALY 

T IS ENCOURAGING to note that 
the draft treaty for Italy stresses 
that '‘the Italian Government must 
grant freedom of speech, press, religion 
and political activity to all persons 
within its jursidiction.” 

It is to be hoped that this will be 
incorporated also in Italy’s new Con¬ 
stitution. (See article, “The Mussolini- 
Vatican Pact Still Stands,” in this is¬ 
sue.) 


HOW THE VATICAN 
HELPED HITLER 

ANY have heretofore doubted the 
evidences we produced during the 
war years proving that the Vatican not 
only helped Hitler to power, but actu¬ 
ally acted as a spy-center for Nazi 
military intelligence. 

To convince these ‘doubting Thomas- 

’ wo rpnrnrlnftp helnw a nhotftstatic 


copy of a recent important news item 
from the N. Y. Times that gives abso¬ 
lute proof that the Vatican tipped off 
Hitler, through Otto Abetz, chief Nazi 
diplomat in Paris, that our American 
troops were planning invasion of North 
Africa. Here is the item : 



ABETZ SAYS VATICAN 
GAVE TIP ON AFRICA 


By Wireless to The New York Times. 

PARIS, June 20—Adolf Hitler 
was warned in August, 4 1942, 
through sources originating in the 
Vatican of the Allies’ North Af¬ 
rican plans, according to evidence 
read before the examining magis¬ 
trates today in the case of Otto 
Abetz, former Nazi diplomatis rep¬ 
resentative in France. 

The magistrate read before the 
high court's examining commission 
letters discovered on Herr Abetz’ 
directions buried in the Black For¬ 
est. 

In one of these addressed to Hit¬ 
ler Herr Abetz recalled that he 
had advised the Fuehrer as early 
as August, 1942, of the Allies’ 
preparations for the invasion of 
North Africa which he said he had 
obtained from Vatican sources. 


Another letter from Herr Abetz 
to Hitler read tod * * 



Facsimile of item from the N. Y. ‘Times’ 
of June 21, 194G, page 3. 


Note that this is confirmed by a re¬ 
cently discovered letter of Abetz to 
Hitler clearly stating that his informa¬ 
tion was received “from Vatican 
sources.” 
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CHRISTS WATER CARRIERS 

By John J. Kelley 

“Ho, every one that thirsteth!” 

—Isaiah 55:1 

T HESE were the words of the water- 
carrier in the days of Isaiah the 
prophet. The water carrier went 
through the streets of the village call¬ 
ing aloud this invitation to buy “with¬ 
out money and without px*ice. M In 
order to understand this invitation, we 
must understand the Oriental custom. 
This custom was that when a king, 
prince or a rich man had been very ill 
and God had raised % him up, in grati¬ 
tude he would call the water carrier 
and agree to pay for all the water that 
the poor people would use. Water, of 
course, was then very scarce in the land 
of Palestine and very valuable. The 
water carrier issued the invitation in 
the name of the buyer of the water as 
he went through the streets. 

Translate this into New Testament 
language and you have the picture of 
Christ's “water carriers” going forth 
with the Water of Life calling out in 
the name of Jesus Christ: “Ho, every 
one that thirstetk Jesus paid for this 
Water of Life with his precious blood. 
It costs us nothing. It is a free gift. If 
you have not accepted Christ's precious 
invitation, your thirst will never be 
quenched. Do not delay. Accept him as 
your Saviour today. 


ANSWERING THE POPE 

HE EDITOR of The Ansgar Luth¬ 
eran (Spencer, Iowa) wrote to 
Pope Pius XII last December, challeng¬ 
ing his encyclical calling on all Chris¬ 
tians to return to the church of Rome. 
Here are some passages from this cour¬ 
ageous Lutheran’s counter-demands on 


“My first reaction to your message 
is that you should, in all sincerity, 
let your church be blessed with the 
doctrine and teaching that Martin 
Luther brought to light by the Holy 
Scriptures. I have often felt sorry 
for you because you are so bound by 
traditions and the innovations of 
man, that you cannot see the truth. 
When you speak of the innovators of 
the sixteenth century, you fail to re¬ 
member that these men rebelled 
against the innovations of the Roman 
church. These innovations, such as 
prayer to the saints and to the Vir¬ 
gin Mary, and the use of relics, have 
no foundation in the Bible at all. 
These and a number of other things, 
such as the celibacy of the clergy, 
are innovations of man, for they are 
not taught in the Scriptures. 

“When you boldly ask Protestants 
to come back to the fold of Rome, 
forgive me for saying just as boldly 
that this is impossible. The Protes¬ 
tants build their faith on the revela¬ 
tion of God as it is found in the Old 
and New Testaments. They are not 
bound by the authority of man, but 
by the authority of God. 

“The highest authority for the Luth¬ 
eran Christian is the Word of God.” 


.. ENTIRELY 

U N SATISFACTORY I 
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HAS THE CATHOLIC CHURCH THE 
RIGHT TO KILL HERETICS? 


ME 111 CAN PROTESTANTS are 
very reluctant to believe that the 
Roman Catholic church could still hold 
to its claim to have the right to kill 
heretics. In their tolerant outlook, they 
wishfully think that the Roman Cath¬ 
olic church has renounced this claim, 
and although admitting that the right 
to kill heretics was used in the past, 
they think that no Catholic in America 
today would admit such claim still 
exists. 

In order to convince the American 
people that this is not so, we have sev¬ 
eral times reproduced a restatement of 
this teaching of the Roman Catholic 
church from the Brooklyn Tablet of 
November 5, 1938. We consider this 
undeniable proof that the Roman Cath¬ 
olic church today, in twentieth-century 
America, still holds to this medieval 
claim, and would put it into operation 
if it had the power to do so. The Tablet 
is the official Roman Catholic news¬ 
paper of the diocese of Brooklyn, the 
largest Catholic diocese in the United 
States. It carried this statement in the 


issue mentioned above as an answer to 
a question on the use of capital punish¬ 
ment against heretics by the Catholic 
church in the Middle Ages. Here is the 
part of the statement that we quoted: 

“Heresy is an awful crime . . . and those 
who start a heresy are more guilty 
than they who are traitors to the civil 
government. If the State has the right 
to punish treason with death, the prin¬ 
ciple is the same that concedes to the 
spiritual authority the power of life 
and death over the arch-traitor to truth 
and Divine revelation ... A perfect 
society has the right to its existence 
. . . and the power of capital punish¬ 
ment is acknowledged for every per- 
feet society. Now . . . the Catholic 
church is a perfect society, and as such 
has the right and power to take means 
to safeguard its existence.” 

So startling had this evidence ap¬ 
peared to some of our readers that they 
took it upon themselves to check with 
the Tablet to find out if this quotation 
is genuine. And here is a photostatic 
copy of the answer to this inquiry from 
Patrick Sc an lan, Managing Editor of 
the Tablet, to one of our readers. 



NT MV aiQROE A HinQCR, V W |it ViCC<MU 
qiV JOHN J IflCNNAH. 20 ViCC-PREI. 
m nev !0«fPH q Me La u an u n TRIAS 
AIV AIOYIIUI H CLUCK tCCTY 


Official Organ of the Diocese of Brooklyn 
PUBLISHED EVERY SATURDAY BY 

THE TABLET PI BLISIIING CO. 


CLAUDE M. DECKER 

BUSINESS MANAGER 

PATRICK F SCANLAN 

MANAGING EDITOR 


OZS'E n A >' s«|\ PLACE BROOKLYN 17, \. V. TELEPHONE NEVINS 0-0063 


February 1R, 1946 




The quotation ns you sxVbnit 3t 
never appeared In THE TAP.IFT. We did carry 
some materiel cn the subject but the person 
copying it dropped entire lines, substituted 
words and misinterpreted the writer’s meaning. 


Very truly yours, 
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In view of this denial, which was fol¬ 
lowed also by a refusal to supply a 
transcript of the statement, efforts were 
made by us to see a copy in the files of 
the Tablet offices. This was also refused. 
Furthermore, a search at the New York 
Public Library revealed that this par¬ 
ticular issue of the Tablet was un¬ 
available. A further search was made by 
us throughout the country and finally 
photostatic copies of this statement as 
it appeared in the Tablet of November 
5, 1938, were secured from the Library 
of the University of Illinois, at Urbana, 
Illinois. We therefore have the satisfac¬ 
tion of being able to reproduce below 
photostatic evidence that this statement 
was published in that issue of The 
Tablet . Owing to the length of the 
article and many irrelevant passages, 
it is impossible for us to reproduce the 
entire page of the Tablet in which this 
appeared, but we consider it sufficient 
to publish the pertinent statements in 
full. As anyone can see, the words 
omitted in our original quotation (as 
indicated by three dots), do not in any 
way lessen or distort the meaning of 
the quotation. Copies of the complete 
statement may be had from the Li¬ 
brary of the University of Illinois. 

Here is the photostatic copy: 


In there, 
~g was not safe there- 
fe from the judgment of Goa? 
Heresy is an jiwful crime against I 
God, and those who start a heresy 
are more guilty than they who are 
traitors to the civil government. If 
the state has the right to punish 
treason with death, the principle is 
the same that concedes to the spir¬ 
itual authority the power of life ar.d 
death over the arch-traitor to truth 
and to divine revelation, and lav, 
and government. And a principle 
which today may remain as a prin¬ 
ciple, may at the same time be lack- 


1 a law against swearing written m 
its statutes, and the enforcement of 
the law may never be called for. 
Today those who are heretics are 
descendants of those who long ago 
left the Church, The strength of, 
the Church’s arm is not directed 
against them; she desires only that 
they may learn the truth and live. 
But she was justified in the strong¬ 
est proceedings against the origi¬ 
nators of heresies; and the spirit] 
of the age, and the necessities of 
the times, and the conditions of so¬ 
ciety, and the duty of advancing 
civilization all united in commenda¬ 
tion of her course. Put yourself in 
that period of time, breathe it 
atmosphere, live its life, and the 
estimate in the time itself. Th 
must be done in the study of history 
aright. Yet, after all, the Churci 
but seldom used her power in it: 

■ extremity. Her general course wa 
leniency and mercy. She had ? r 
she has the right and the 
to guard her interests and her k.e 
’ An attack on faith is > blow at " 

: heart. Self defend implies t; 
right to take archer's life, whe: 
this is nece^ry to preserve one: 
own 'Only in such nece.^it;- 

jha^^he Church acted, and she h.v 
Irfohe only what self-defense r* 
quired. But where individual Bis: 
ops or sectional tribunals or civ: 
governments have acted, the Clv-rcl 
universal must not be held re 
sponsible. History attests that sh 
often gave a practical reversal 
such stem judgments, by afford 
in Rome itself an asylum to mar.) 
condemned in other lands. 

But to recur to the principle: 
perfect society has the right to 
existence, to the fulfillment of 
destiny, and to the defense again* 
all enemies, internal as well as tx 
temal. The very seeking of its er- 
includes the right to use means 
the end. And the power of cap: 
punishment is acknowiedged 


l 




I 










4 ; 



Note the passage above which re¬ 
states the Catholic church’s claim to 
the right to exercise this power of life 
and death even today: 

“She [the church] had and she has the 
right and the power to guard her in¬ 
terests and her life. Self defense im¬ 
plies the right to take another’s life . 

Apart from all this, anyone who 
knows Roman Catholic teaching will 
recognize and admit immediately that 
this claim as enunciated above, and the 
reasons given therefor, are in accord 
with official Roman Catholic teaching. 

If Roman Catholics have any doubt 
about the matter, it would be very easy 
for them to call upon their church 
authorities to make public pronounce¬ 
ment that the Roman Catholic church 
has renounced this teaching today. If 
this is denied, then the American pub¬ 
lic in general should take some aetion 
to have the matter investigated in 
order to secure a decision whether or 
not this teaching is subversive of our 
most fundamental American constitu¬ 
tional provisions. 
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THE 'A-TO-Z' OF SALVATION 


“I am Alpha and Omega,”— Rev. 1 ,*8 


B PINAL MASTERPIECE of 
Christian imagery is contained in 
Christ's pronouncement horn his 
|me of glory as found in Revelation 
|‘I am Alpha and Omega-.” 1 Alpha' 
e first, and ‘Omega' the last letter 
iphe Greek alphabet, and by this 
lie Jesus, the risen and ascended 
|yiour, declares: “I am the ‘A’ and 
the beginning and the end, of 
gfything. It is Jesus’ self-revelation 
pis inexhaustibility, his indispensa- 
fj iy, his efficiency and his adapta- 
§§y. Above all, it is final proof of the 
ness and completeness of his re- 
Rnptive work. It is the seal that 
proves Jesus Christ to be "the author 
finisher of our faith.” 



|t began when Moses asked creden- 
of the Most High to substantiate 
3^august mission to represent God to 
l|n. He was told to say, “I WHO AM 
f* sent me. 3 ’ "I am—?” "I am— 
Jip?” "I am—what?” It was a mag¬ 
nificent formula, but only a fragment 
Jftt would be completed in the full¬ 
less of time. For thousands of years 
;e question remained unanswered, and 
jc gap that had so long remained 
pank was filled by Him who repeatedly 
glared: “I AM the door 33 ; «1 AM 
file True Vine 33 ; “1 AM the Bread of 
$ Life 33 ; “1 AM the Good Shepherd 33 ; 
Hi AM the Way, the Truth, and the 
ife 33 ; “I AM the Resurrection and 
]ie Life. 33 The sublime climax of it all 
was reached when the same Jesus re¬ 
pealed himself in the closing stanza: “I 
m Alpha and Omega. 33 I am the ‘A 7 
jnd the ‘Z 7 of it all, the whole alphabet 
H creation and salvation. 


The significance of this sublime sym¬ 
bolism can only be fully realized if one 
considers the inexhaustible wealth of 
literature contained, for instance, with¬ 
in the twenty-six letters of our alpha¬ 
bet. It takes eighteen million cards to 
catalogue the names alone of all the 
books in the New York Public Library. 
Yet between the covers of this moun¬ 
tain of books you will find simply the 
twenty-six letters of the alphabet, ar¬ 
ranged and rearranged in kaleidoscopic 
variety of juxtaposition. You will find 
Shakespeare's Romeo and Juliet, Ham¬ 
let and Macbeth; Dickens’ David Oop- 
perfield, Oliver Twist and The Pick- 
ivick Papers, and so on. Yet each au¬ 
thor, each poet and novelist, wrote 
nothing but the twenty-six letters of 
the alphabet, shuffled, marshalled, and 
set forth in an order they never before 
assumed. By doing so, they did not 
even begin to exhaust the alphabet. The 
writers of today and tomorrow will find 
it as fresh, and unworn, and as ready 
to their purpose of creative writing as 
did the writers of the past. 

As Alpha and Omega, the alphabet 
of all creation and salvation, Jesus 
Christ is infinitely more inexhaustible. 
There is neither end nor measure to his 
pity, his pardon, his love and, above 
all, his power. 

Like the alphabet, Jesus Christ is 
also indispensable. Literature, with all 
its hoarded treasures, is inaccessible 
until the alphabet is mastered. In this 
way also, what the alphabet is to litera¬ 
ture, Jesus is to the life of each of us. 
Without him, all is a hopeless blank, a 
baffling enigma, an insoluble mystery. 
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Unless you become acquainted with 
him, you cannot enjoy the choicest 
treasures of life on this earth, nor the 
radiant raptures of the life to come. 

This sublime imagery is also the 
revelation of the efficiency of Jesus. He 
begins at the beginning with ‘A,’ and 
wins out to the very end at ‘Z.’ He is 
the “author and finisher of our faith .’ 3 
Nothing he does can be incomplete or 
in any way imperfect. 

Likewise, this alphabetic parable re¬ 
veals the adaptability of Jesus. Nothing 
is so adaptable as the alphabet. No two 
people are alike, nor are their thoughts 
the same. Yet all men can express their 
differing individualities through the 
agency of the same alphabet. The al¬ 
phabet is the most fluid, the most ac¬ 
commodating, the most plastic device 
known to man. The lover makes its 
twenty-six letters the vehicle for the 
expression of his affections; the poet 
transforms them into a song that will 
express the moods of nations and indi¬ 
viduals for centuries; the judge on the 
bench turns them into a sentence of 
death. By similitude Jesus employs this 
remarkable quality of the alphabet as 
an emblem of himself. He, too, adapts 
himself, with divine exactitude, to the 
individual needs of each of us. 

You do not need Jesus in the precise 
sense that Paul needed him, or that 
Augustine, Luther, or John Wesley 
needed him. But you need him in a way 
all your own. And he can match that 
peculiar need of each just as the alpha¬ 
bet can lend itself to each writer and 
his mood. Until we have discovered the 
amazing facility with which Jesus can 
meet our distinctive yearnings and 
needs, we cannot fully appreciate his 
power and value as a Saviour. Like the 
alphabet, he will adapt himself to you 
with the most perfect precision. He is 
the very Savior that-yew and 1 need. 

Hnw different is this true teaching 


about Jesus as inexhaustible, indis¬ 
pensable, completely efficient, and 
wholly adaptable Saviour, to the 
parody made of him by the teachings 
and practices in the Roman Catholic 
church! There salvation is not free, full 
or complete. The things of God are 
fitted to suit the ways of men and, as 
a consequence, result in mere half- 
measures. You still need human priests 
to offer sacrifice daily for your sins and 
to be your mediator with God. By their 
works you are made not good enough 
for heaven and, at best, not bad enough 
for hell. They make it so that you die 
half-saved and can promise you noth¬ 
ing better than an indefinite period of 
punishment, expiation and purgation 
in the fires of purgatory. Christ is 
not allowed to adapt himself to your 
needs; you must adapt yourself in¬ 
stead to the needs of the human organi¬ 
zation of the church. His power is not 
inexhaustible but limited, and you 
must depend on the merits of the Vir¬ 
gin Mary and other “saints,” to make 
up for Christ’s insufficiency. The “fin¬ 
isher” of your salvation is not Christ, 
but the priest who has still to offer sac¬ 
rifice for you even after you are dead. 
But since everything is done by the 
works of men, no claim is made, nor 
can it be made, that any guarantee is 
given token your salvation will be com¬ 
plete. 

No one less than Christ can be your 
complete and sufficient Saviour. The 
whole gamut of your salvation, from 
A to Z , is in his hands. He alone is the 
beginning and the end—the Alpha and 
Omega—of all creation and salvation. 

—Adapted from “The Neylected Parable” 
by J. W. Boreham. 


Send sample copies of our maga¬ 
zine to your friends. We will 
mail them for you—10 for $1.00 
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THE MUSSOLINI-VATICAN PACT 
STILL STANDS 


By L. H. Lehmann 


A FLOOD OF NEWS has been 
coming across the Atlantic de¬ 
scribing the efforts of the Allied 
Military Government to destroy what 
the Nazi-Fascist dictators built up in 
Europe. But nothing is heard of any 
effort to pull down the first and most 
important monument to Fascism—the 
Lateran Pact between Mussolini and 
the Vatican, which was solemnly signed 
on February 11, 1929. The Converted 
Catholic Magazine was the first to 
point out to the American people the 
fact that Fascist aggressions began 
only after this solemn agreement had 
been signed between the founder of 
Fascism and the Vatican. This was 
later confirmed by Louis Mumford in 
his book, Faith for Living (p, 160), as 
follows: 

“Political interpreters have set various 
dates for the beginning of the Fascist 
uprising against civilization; but most 
of them go back no further than 1931. 
This is a curious blindness; the betray¬ 
al of the Christian world, very plainly, 
took place in 1929, in the Concordat 
that was made between Mussolini and 
the Pope.” 

It is also a fact of history that Hitler 
cemented his Nazi victory by a like 
Concordat with the Vatican less than 
six months after he came to power. 
Competent observers now admit that 
Hitler, like Mussolini, would never 
have launched his regime on its brutal 
course without the security given him 
by the backing of the Vatican. 

Tibor Koeves, in his biography of 
Franz von Papen, Satan in Top Hat, 
(p.215) says: 


“The Concordat was a great victory for 
Hitler. It gave him the fh*st moral sup¬ 
port he received from the outer world, 
and this from the most exalted source 
. . . Upon von Papen was conferred the 
highest papal decoration and . . . the 
man who caused the downfall of Union¬ 
ing was now feted as Defender of the 
Faith.” 

Yet, at this writing, three years after 
the fall of Mussolini and more than a 
year after V-E Day, his Concordat 
with the Vatican-—the cornerstone of 
Fascism without which it would never 
have gained support—still remains un¬ 
touched. It has been deliberately left in 
its entirety as the basis of Vatican- 
State relations in Italy by our Allied 
Occupation forces, and the Pope him¬ 
self has many times this past year 
appealed to its stipulations in defense 
of the Vatican’s post-war political ac¬ 
tivities. The same is the case with the 
Concordat between Hitler and the 
Vatican, signed on July 22, 1933. 

Fortunately there is a group of Prot¬ 
estant Italians in Italy who are de¬ 
termined to see that Mussolini’s Con¬ 
cordat with the Vatican, with its unjust 
restrictions on religious freedom, will 
some day be wiped out. Until that is 
done, democracy will be a farce in 
Italy, and attempts to wipe out Fas¬ 
cism incomplete. 

CONDITION OF PROTESTANTS 
IN ITALY 

We have before us a copy of a 
lengthy report “ON THE JURIDI¬ 
CAL POSITION OF RELIGIOUS 
MINORITIES IN ITALY AND A 
PLEA FOR REFORM OF THE 
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LEGISLATION CONCERNING 
THEM,” which was presented by the 
Waldensian ‘Tavola’ to the Italian 
Government last year. This report con¬ 
tains facts about the treatment of Prot¬ 
estants in Italy under the Vatican Con¬ 
cordat that every American should 
know. It confirms the fact that the tie- 
up between Fascism and the Vatican 
was the cornerstone of Mussolini’s 
whole Fascist idea. Religious “unity” 
was substituted for the democratic 
principle of religious “liberty.” This 
meant, of course, the unity of the Ro¬ 
man Catholic church alone with the 
Fascist state. In Mussolini’s own words 
on March 18, 1934: “Religious unity is 
one of the great foi'ces of a people. To 
compromise or altogether disturb it is 
to commit a crime against the majesty 
of the nation.” To uphold this Fascist 
principle, which brands our opposite 
democratic principle of religious lib¬ 
erty a “crime,” the Vatican signed its 
agreements with Mussolini. The results 
were the restriction and persecution of 
the Protestant minority, and the de¬ 
nial of even civil rights to Jews. 

Religious liberty in Italy, as this re- 
• port of the Waldensians points out, re¬ 
ceived its first impetus at the time of 
the Resorgimento, and the juridicial 
provisions governing Italian church 
polity reached their highest point of 
enlightened achievement in Zanardel- 
li’s Penal Code of 1889. Although the 
Roman Catholic religion still remained 
the State religion, all religions (includ¬ 
ing Roman Catholicism) were declared 
to be “Admitted Cults,” and crimes 
against their free exercise were prose¬ 
cuted under the same provisions of the 
law, according to Articles 140-142. 
Mussolini and Pope Pius XI changed 
all this. In the words of this Walden¬ 
sian protest: “ The spirit of the Con¬ 
cordat has impeded the exercise of any 
religious liberty in Italy.” 


HOW THE CONCORDAT IMPEDES 
RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 

Ample evidence is produced in this 
Waldensian protest to prove how the 
Lateran Pact with Mussolini’s regime, 
which still remains in force after that 
regime’s defeat, “ cancels the conquests 
of a liberal policy . . . followed with 
gradual wisdom for 70 years ” before 
the rise of Fascism. The very first 
article of the Concordat establishes, in 
an unequivocal manner, the absolute 
pre-eminence of the Catholic cult as 
(i the only religion of the State ” Like¬ 
wise, Article 36 places as “a funda¬ 
ment and crowning of public instruc¬ 
tion, the teaching of the Christian doc¬ 
trine according to the form received by 
Catholic tradition.” Anyone can easily 
see how this not only establishes in 
Italy a Roman Catholic cultural and 
educative confessionalism, but also a 
necessary bulwark of Fascism, as was 
intended. Every other culture and re¬ 
ligious teaching, all liberty of discus¬ 
sion and all scientific research that dif¬ 
fers from Fascist and Roman Catholic 
conceptions, is at once handicapped 
and eventually destroyed. As this re¬ 
port modestly puts it: contribu¬ 

tions which other Christian confessions 
could have given to culture and to the 
intellectual life of the country in these 
past years have been necessarily re¬ 
stricted within narrow limits.” 

During discussions of the terms of 
the Concordat in Mussolini’s “parlia¬ 
ment” as set forth in the law of June 
24, 1929, lip service was paid “in hom¬ 
age” to the principle of liberty of con¬ 
science and to “the free exercise of all 
cults whose rights and doctrines are 
not contrary to public order and mor¬ 
als. ” But how can “Religion of State” 
and “Liberty of Conscience” be recon¬ 
ciled, especially when the exercise of 
minority “Admitted Cults” is made to 
depend upon the police force of the 
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IL DUCE MUSSOLINI POPE PIUS XI 

.. The betrayal of the Christian world, very plainly, took place in 1929 , in the Concordat 
that teas made between Mussolini and the Pope 



same State? Pope Pius XI had made it 
clear to Mussolini's legislators, in his 
letter to Cardinal Gasparri on March 
30, 1929 (six weeks after the signing 
of the Concordat) that: “In a Catholic 
State, liberty of conscience and discus¬ 
sion must be understood only accord¬ 
ing to Catholic law and doctrine It 
so happens that Catholic law and doc¬ 
trine officially condemn liberty of con¬ 
science and discussion. 

The Fascist-Catholic “Law on Ad¬ 
mitted Cults" in Article 3, specifically 
warns against “Protestant propagan¬ 
da" in the safeguarding of “the union 
and soundness of the spiritual and po¬ 
litical forces of the Fascist regime ." 
This warning was considered neces¬ 
sary, the law says, in order “to prevent 
religious minorities from taking ad¬ 
vantage after what took place [the 


Lateran Pact] of the reaffirmed liberty 
in religions matters m order to inten¬ 
sify, with means at their disposal, a 
subtle, camouflaged activity of anti- 
Fascist propaganda In other words, 
Protestantism was feared by Mussolini’s 
regime as a source of anti-Fascist 
propaganda, and measures were there¬ 
fore necessary to limit its freedom. 

A TYPICAL CASE OF PERSECUTION 

How Protestants were restricted in 
Fascist Italy is illustrated in this Wal- 
densian report by a typical instance 
that occurred at Villa San Sebastiano 
near Aquila. For many years, it re¬ 
lates, a group of Evangelical Christians 
existed in that village of about 1,300 
population. 

In 1930, the people of this village 
expressed their displeasure at the re- 
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moval of their parish priest, who was 
accused by the Catholic church authori¬ 
ties of preaching Evangelical doc¬ 
trines. As a result, a large group of 
the Roman Catholic people associated 
themselves with the local Evangelical 
group, and formally requested from 
Protestant headquarters in Rome that 
a Waldensian preacher be sent to min¬ 
ister to them. Waldensian headquarters 
acceded to the request and sent the 
Rev, Dante Seta who rented a room and 
opened services for these Catholic peo¬ 
ple who wanted to hear the Gospel 
preached to them. This room was soon 
too small to hold the increasing number 
of Catholics who attended, a fact that 
soon stirred the Catholic hierarchy and 
press to action against them. A violent 
campaign of slander and persecution 
was initiated, in which the Vatican 
newspaper Osservatore Romano took a 
leading part. In spite of all this, the 
converted group soon reached the num¬ 
ber of 300 communicants, all immov¬ 
able in their faith. 

In 1931, the Waldensian Synod asked 
permission to build a church for this 
faithful community of converted Cath¬ 
olics. Permission was granted, but un¬ 
der pressure of the priests, the Minister 
of the Interior began to raise difficul¬ 
ties, and although the building was 
completed, permission to hold services 
only in the basement could be obtained 
and the temple itself remained closed. 

Strange to say, it was the German 
military command that eventually gave 
permission to these Italian Protestants 
to conduct services in the church 
proper, since the German army insisted 
on requisitioning the basement as safer 
for their maneuvers. With the libera¬ 
tion of the village by the Allies, this 
group of Evangelical Christians took 
over full possession of their church and 
gave over the basement to activities of 
the Y.M.C.A. 


But the stipulations of the Mussolini- 
Vatican Concordat still remain in 
force. The Roman Catholic religion is 
still “the only religion of the State” 
recognized by the law. Much still re¬ 
mains to be done to re-establish re¬ 
ligious liberty in Italy. If this is not 
achieved, all other efforts to introduce 
democracy into Italy and to prevent a 
return of Fascism will be wasted. 

* # # 

Dr. Guido Comba, leading Walden¬ 
sian Minister, who came to America as 
delegate of the Waldensians—the old¬ 
est Protestant church in the world— 
spoke at Christ’s Mission on June 23. 
He stated that Italians should now be 
given the freedom to think for them¬ 
selves and be encouraged in every way 
to develop along democratic lines. 

Dr. Comba stressed that even the Re¬ 
public will not help Italy unless full 
freedom of religion is guaranteed. 


WHEN CHRIST COMES 
AGAIN 

By John J. Kelley 

“I will come again and receive you 
unto myself. M 

—,John 14:3b 

nPHESE WORDS of the Lord Jesus 
A are those which were addressed to 
the bride by the bridegroom after the 
wedding. In the days of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, when a man married, he did not 
take his bride immediately to his own 
home, but following the wedding cere¬ 
mony he would turn to his bride and 
address her in the words of the above 
text. Then the bridegroom returned 
with his father to prepare the place 
for his bride. 
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The bride then went back with her 
father to her own house to await the 
coming of the bridegroom. Because she 
never knew when he would come, she 
had always to be ready. 

The Lord Jesus Christ is preparing 
a place for his Bride in His Father’s 
house. Soon he will come again and re¬ 
ceive her unto Himself. His Bride, the 
Church, includes every born-again be¬ 
liever. Are you prepared for His com¬ 
ing? Are you a‘born-again believer? 


CARDINAL HLOND AND 
POLISH ANTI-SEMITISM 

LAME for Poland’s rising anti- 
Semitism, especially for the July 
4 pogrom at Kielce in which 41 Jews 
were killed, was placed upon Jews 
themselves by Cardinal Hlond, accord¬ 
ing to a dispatch from Warsaw in the 
N. Y. Times of last July 12. The Cardi¬ 
nal, in a formal statement to the press, 
declared: 

“The fact that this condition is de¬ 
teriorating is to a great degree due to 
Jews who occupy the leading positions 
ill Poland’s government and endeavor 
to introduce a governmental structure 
that a majority of the people do not 
desire.” 

Cardinal Illond is ‘Primate’—the 
highest church dignitary—of Poland, a 
Catholic country traditionally known 
for its bitter anti-Semitism. He is here 
using the same excuse made by Hitler 
and his henchmen to cover up their in¬ 
human treatment of Jews and other 
minorities in order to establish them¬ 
selves in power. 

The above statement was made by 
the Cardinal to newspaper correspond¬ 
ents because of the charge of the pres¬ 
ent left-wing Government that the 
Catholic church has not been sufficient¬ 


ly active in condemning anti-Semitism 
in Poland. He admitted to the news¬ 
paper men that “he had been asked by 
American Jews recently to issue an ap¬ 
peal for an end of anti-Semitism , but 
he had decided not to do so because the 
facts did not justify such a proclama¬ 
tion by the church.” 

This is not the first time that Cardi¬ 
nal Hlond has figured in anti-Semitic 
pronouncements. In connection with 
the pogroms against the Jews in Po¬ 
land in 1936, he wrote a Pastoral Letter 
to the clergy and people of Poland 
from which we quote the following 
(from New Poland and the Jews, by 
Simon Segal) : 

“A Jewish question exists, and there 
will be one as long as the Jews remain 
Jews. It is an actual fact that the Jews 
fight against the Catholic church, they 
are freethinkers, and constitute the 
vanguard of atheism, Bolshevism and 
revolution. The Jewish influence upon 
morals is fatal, and their publishers 
spread pornographic literature. It is al¬ 
so true that the Jews are committing 
frauds, practicing usury, and dealing 
in white slavery. It is true that in the 
schools, t-lie Jewisli youth is having* an 
evil influence, from an ethical and re¬ 
ligious point of view, upon the Catho¬ 
lic youth . . .** 

The present Polish Government is 
doing all it can to put an end to anti- 
Semitism in Catholic Poland, and nine 
of those implicated in the Kielce po¬ 
grom of July 4 were sentenced to death 
on July 11. But violence broke out 
again on July 12, and 22 more Jews 
were killed. 

It is surely not too much to ask and 
expect an official pronouncement from 
the Catholic church in Poland that 
would help to eradicate forever the 
virus of anti-Semitism in Poland. Yet, 
in the words of Cardinal Hlond, “The 
facts do not justify such a proclama¬ 
tion by the church.” 





GUADALUPANA 

Above is a reproduction of a mural that won first prize at an exposition in Mei 
City last November, and was painted by three Mexican artists, Guillermo Mon: 
Arturo Garcia Bustos, and Arturo Estrada Hernandez. It is entitled: 

(< niT a nir.TTP4M A—OTI TIMES NOS EXPLOTAN Y COMO NOS EXPLOT A - 


HOW MEXICAN 












It depicts how the poor, superstitious people are exploited by the traditional 
combination of the priests, the military, and the landowners, (’enter pieee is the 
Virgin or Guadalupe, below which is the collection box in which the pious people 
drop their money to start it on its way into the hands of the priests and the army, 
both of which control the business man. 

It is important to remember that this is not the work of Protestants, but of 


sS sE E their church 
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THE ENIGMA OF THE JESUITS 

By J. J. Murphy 


T} OMAN CATHOLICS will not be- 
lieve how much their own church 
has been opposed to the Jesuits, and 
think that anti-Jesuitism is the product 
of Protestant intolerance. They do not 
know that the Jesuits are a faction in 
their church that has sought for cen¬ 
turies, against the bitterest opposition 
from Catholics, to completely dominate 
the policies and practices of Roman 
Catholicism. Precisely because the 
Jesuits today have practically suc¬ 
ceeded in their aim, the evils they cre¬ 
ated and fostered in society are now 
pooh-poohed as mere inventions of 
prejudiced Protestants. 

Entirely overlooked is the mine of 
incriminating evidence against the per¬ 
versities of Jesuitism to be found in the 
writings of unimpeachable Catholic 
authors. Among them is the devout 
Catholic genius Blaise Pascal, whose 
integrity has never been questioned. 
Ilis famous Provincial Letters are a 
sample, and were written in 1656, when 
the last and unsuccessful attempt to 
stave off the lax moral practices of the 
Jesuits was being made in France. 


The greatest of all Catholic authori¬ 
ties, the infallible Pope of Rome, con¬ 
demned and abolished the Jesuit Order 
in terms that leave no doubt concerning 
the immoral principles it practiced. 
They can be read today in historical 
works just as they appeared in the fa¬ 
mous papal Brief penned by Pope 
Clement XIV in 1773. 


demptor, appeared suppressing the 
Society of Jesus. This remarkable doc¬ 
ument . . . briefly sketches the objects 
and history of the Jesuits themselves. 
It speaks of their defiance of their 
own Constitution, expressly revived 
by Pope Paul V, forbidding them to 
meddle in politics; of the great ruin 
to souls . . . their condescension to 
heathen usages in the East . . . 

4 ‘Seeing that the Catholic sovereigns 
had been forced to expel them, that 
many bishops and other eminent per¬ 
sons demanded their extinction, and 
that the Society had ceased to fulfil 
the intention of its institute, the 
Pope declared it necessary . . . that 
it should be suppressed , extinguished , 
abolished and abrogated forever, 
with its houses, colleges, and schools 
... It has been necessary to cite these 
captions of the Brief because the 
apologists of the Society allege that 
no motive influenced the Pope save 
the desire of peace at any price, and 
that he did not believe in the culpa¬ 
bility of the Fathers. The categorical 
charges made in the document rebut 

this plea.” 

• 

John Adams, early and distinguished 
President of the United States, in a 
letter to Thomas Jefferson on May 6, 
1816, made an accurate prediction of 
the power the Jesuits would come to 
wield in this country. How truly pro¬ 
phetic this was may be seen from news¬ 
paper pictures of President Truman, 
accompanied by Jesuit Father Gannon, 
walking in procession behind two cardi¬ 
nals to receive an honorary degree 
from the Jesuit University of Ford- 
ham, in May of this year 1946. It was 
something that fifty or even twenty- 
five years ago could not have been con¬ 
ceived of as possible. 


Speaking of this Brief the Encyclo¬ 
paedia Britannica (XV,346) gives this 
summary of it: 

“Finally on the 21st of July, 1773, 
thp famous Brief Dominus or. Re- 
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Following is what John Adams had 
to say. It is quoted from volume six, 
page 604, of the official edition of the 
writings of Thomas Jefferson: 

“I do not like the late resurrection of 
the Jesuits. They have a general now 
in Russia, in correspondence with the 
Jesuits in the United States, who are 
more numerous than anybody knows. 
Shall we not have swarms of them 
here? In the shape of printers, editors, 
writers, schoolmasters, etc.?” 

At that time the Jesuits were con¬ 
triving by every means to defeat the 
ban of the Pope. They managed to de¬ 
ceive the church itself and remained 
organized in Russia, the United States, 
and elsewhere under the pretext that 
the papal decree of suppression had not 
been promulgated in those particular 
territories and therefore did not bind 
them in those countries. This is another 
instance of the juggling of legalisms in 
which the Jesuits specialize. They have 
made a science of using one phase of 
the law to defeat another. 

In spite of their definite and solemn 
suppression by the supreme authority 
of their church, the Jesuits not only 
survived but came hack into power. 
This time, they decided that they would 
get control of the Vatican, the supreme 
power of the church itself, so that 
never again could they be suppressed. 
In addition, this precaution would also 
open up to them the surest and easiest 
way to dominate the whole church. This 
was the strategy they planned and suc¬ 
cessfully carried through: to get con¬ 
trol of the Vatican court, then to glam¬ 
orize the papacy as a means to central¬ 
ize in it supreme authority over every 
phase of the world-wide church. The 
dogma of the infallibility of the pope 
in 1870 fulfilled their greatest ambition. 
From then on their power over the uni¬ 
versal church was rapidly consolidated. 


Dr. William Walker Rockwell of 
Union Theological Seminary wrote 
years ago of the Jesuit march to power. 
But what they had attained at that 
time was only the groundwork of the 
triumphs they are reaping today when 
they have succeeded in rallying Wes¬ 
tern Europe, Protestant England and 
the United States, into a budding cru¬ 
sade of holy war against Soviet Russia. 

In the July, 1914, issue of the Har¬ 
vard Theological Review, Dr. Rockwell 
wrote as follows of the Jesuit Order: 

“Tlie 19th century saw the dead rise. 
And the 20th sees it at the right hand 
of power in the Church of Rome. The 
outstanding political fact in the liistory 
of the Catholic Church is the risorgi- 
mento of the Jesuits. Called back from 
suppression and repudiation precisely a 
century ago, on August 7, 1814, they 
have worked their way to such influ¬ 
ence in the game of ecclesiastical poli¬ 
tics, as played under Pius IX and Pius 
X . . . that the Jesuits are trumps. 

‘‘Certainly the definition of the dogma 
of the Immaculate Conception in 1854, 
the Syllabus in 1864, the definition of 
papal infallibility and absolute sov¬ 
ereignty in 1870, the condemnation of 
Modernism in 1907, and at this very 
moment the codification of canon law 
by the centralized authority of a papal 
autocracy based on divine right—these 
are monuments to the principles for 
which the Jesuits have contended on 
their march to power.” 

The historian, Robert M. Johnson, in 
his book, Roman Theocracy and the Re¬ 
public (p. 17), describes the Jesuits and 
their policies as follows: 

“A veiled and secret power that had 
for many centuries sucked into its 
own dark vortex all the directing 
force, intelligence, and purposeness of 
the Catholic Church—that of the Jes¬ 
uits and their allies. Deep and devious 
was their way, nearly undistinguishable 
their track . . . Unmarked by any badge 
or distinctive dress, with lay associates 
as well as clerical, they were to be 
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found in every rank of life, generally 
intelligent, frequently ambitious, with¬ 
out exception zealous, disciplined, and 
yielding unquestioned obedience to the 
General of the Order . . . The secrecy 
and centralization of their activity com¬ 
bined to make of the Jesuits a force 
greater and more enduring than that 
of kings and emperors, greater than 
that of the Head of the Catholic church 
itself . . . Secret in their ways, more 
anxious to disappear beliind the pomp 
of the throne than to obscure it by the 
announcement of their achievements, 
striving more to bring new splendor 
and strength to the Papacy . . 

Here in the United States, as they 
did in Europe, the Jesuits use their 
schools to get control of the future 
leaders of the country. In Italy, they 
concentrate on the sons of the nobility, 
in France on the sons of the military, 
while in democratic America they 
choose leaders from the ranks of the 
ordinary people and push them into 
positions of political prominence. Our 
Federal government now has Catholics 
in countless key positions. The Jesuit 
School for Foreign Service at George¬ 
town, established in 1919, has worked 
hundreds of its proteges into our State 
Department. 

Recognizing the growing power of 
labor, the Jesuits have also established 
labor schools to train their carefully 
chosen candidates for leadership in the 
AFL and the CIO. Philip Murray, 
head of the CIO, is a Roman Catholic, 
and also Matthew Woll, vice-president 
of AFL. Many others are prominent in 
the Labor movement. 


FOR $1.00 WE WILL MAIL A 
SAMPLE COPY OF THE CONVERT¬ 
ED CATHOLIC MAGAZINE TO TEN 
OF YOUR FRIENDS AND AC¬ 
QUAINTANCES. 

_ > 


I ANSWERS 

* By Joseph Zacchello 

4 * + 

♦++++++++++++*+*+*++++*++++++ 

ACH MONTH, Mr. Zachhello, a 
former priest, answers objections 
made by Roman Catholics against the 
beliefs of Evangelical Christians . Scrip¬ 
ture quotes are from the official Cath¬ 
olic version of the New Testament. 

This month his answers concern: 
PURGATORY 

CATHOLICS SAY (quoting the 
Council of Trent) : 

“The Catholic church, instructed by the 
Holy Ghost, has from the Sacred Scrip¬ 
tures and the ancient traditions of the 
Fathers taught in Sacred Councils, and 
very recently in this Ecumenical Synod, 
that there is a purgatory, and that the 
souls therein detained are helped by 
the suffrages of the faithful, but prin¬ 
cipally by the acceptable sacrifice of the 
altar.” Council of Trent. Sess. 24. 

Again they quote the Baltimore 
Cathechism as follows: 

“Purgatory is the state in which those 
suffer for a time who die guilty of 
venial sins, or without having satisfied 
for the punishment due to their sins.” 

They attempt to prove this doctrine 
of purgatory from the Bible as follows: 

“Amen I say to thee, thou wilt not 
come out from it [prison] until thou 
hast paid the last penny.” Matt. 
5:26. 

This temporary (until) place of pun¬ 
ishment, they say, is not hell, which is 
eternal, but purgatory. 

ANSWER: 

The word ‘until* does not necessarily 
imply a definite or temporary period 
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of time. In many passages of the Bible 
the word ‘until* clearly denotes what 
is done, without any regard to the 
future. For instance, God says: “I am 
till you grow old.” Is. 46:4. Who would 
thus infer that God should then cease 
to be? And again :** Sit thou on my right 
hand till I make thy enemies thy foot¬ 
stool.” Ps . 109:1 . Shall His Divine Son 
sit no longer after his enemies are sub¬ 
dued? See also Gen. 8:67. 

The debt, according to Christ, must 
be paid to the last penny. According to 
Catholic teaching, souls are released 
from purgatory by priests saying mass 
for them and for which a money price 
is paid. 

Again Catholics say in defense of 
purgatory: 

“And whoever speaks a word against 
the Son of Man, it shall be forgiven 
him, but whoever speaks against the 
Holy Spirit, it will not be forgiven 
him, either in this world or m the 
world to come.” Matt. 12:32. Some 
of our sins, Catholics say, are there¬ 
fore forgiven in the world to come 
{i. e. in purgatory). 

ANSWER: 

The expression “neither in this 
world, nor in the world to come” is a 
strong way of stating the truth that the 
unrepentant sinner will never be for¬ 
given, as we see from parallel passages 
k of Scripture: 

(C But to him who blasphemes against 
the Holy Spirit, it will not be for¬ 
given.” Luke 12:10. 

(i But whoever blasphemes against 
the Holy Spirit never has forgive¬ 
ness but will be guilty of an ever¬ 
lasting sin.” Mark 3:29. 

Even according to the Roman Cath¬ 
olic teaching, this could not refer to 


purgatory because Christ speaks of for¬ 
giveness, of which there is none in pur¬ 
gatory, and where the debt must be 
paid till the last penny. 

Catholics depend most upon the fol¬ 
lowing passage from the second Book 
of the Machabees for their proof of 
purgatory: 

“And making a gathering, he sent 
twelve thousand drachmas of silver to 
Jerusalem for sacrifice to be offered 
for the sins of the dead, thinking well 
and religiously of the resurrection.” 
2 Machabees, 12:43. 

ANSWER: 

It is very significant that the Cath¬ 
olic church has to fall back for its main 
argument in favor of purgatory upon 
a book which is acknowledged by all 
the best scholars to be apocryphal and 
without Biblical value for the majority 
of Christian believers. In fact, this very 
passage about offering money to pray 
for the dead is sufficient to prove the 
lack of divine inspiration in this Book 
of the Machabees. No other book of 
Holy Scripture contains this doctrine, 
which, as we shall see in the next issue, 
is clearly and fundamentally opposed 
to Christian teaching. 


SUNDAY SERVICES 

CHRIST’S MISSION MEETINGS will 
be resumed on Sunday, Sept. 15. 
Friends in the New York metropoli¬ 
tan area will find the hour for these 
meetings very convenient—at 3:30 in 
the afternoon. A cordial welcome will 
await you and your friends. 

Christ’s Mission, founded to “furth¬ 
er religious opinions,” serves as a 
clearing house on Roman Catholic 
problems. These meetings are in 
charge of the Rev. A. Caliandro, a 
former Roman Catholic. 
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CRIME AND RELIGION 


C RIMINOLOGISTS and sociologists 
have not yet allowed themselves to 
consider religious teaching as anything 
but a deterrent against crime. They 
seem to have omitted from their cal¬ 
culations the possibility that certain 
religious teachings, far from helping to 
lessen crime in youths and adults, and 
among nations, may actually foster it. 

Entirely forgotten are the facts of 
history which prove that more crime 
has been committed in the name of 
religion and as a result of the teachings 
of certain religious systems than under 
any other pretext. In the nearly 2,000 
years of Christianity itself, the most 
cruel wars, the brutal assassination and 
torture of millions of innocent people, 
the degradation and weakening of the 
moral fibre of countless millions of 
others, may be attributed directly to 
corrupt teachings that have been dog¬ 
matically taught as consistent with the 
teachings of Jesus Christ. 

Even Hitler used religion as excuse 
for his atrocities against the Jews. “In 
combatting the Jews, 5 ’ he piously wrote 
in Mein Kampf, “I am doing the work 
of the Lord. ” 

This has been recently called to our 
attention by an attempt of an assistant 
professor of sociology at Catholic 
University in Washington, D. C., to 
explain away our statistical and fact¬ 
ual analysis of this important matter 
as contained in our pamphlet, Religious 
Education and Crime. This pamphlet 
of ours seeks to explain the fact, which 
no one can deny, that Roman Catholics 
proportionately exceed those of other 
religions in our jails and penitentiaries. 


We hold that this warrants serious con¬ 
sideration of the fact that not all re¬ 
ligious teachings may he conducive to 
the moral health of human society. The 
mere suggestion of it, however, seems to 
have amazed this Catholic sociologist. 

The attempt to explain away the 
facts and figures contained in our 
pamphlet, Religious Education and 
Crime, was made by Dr. Mary E. 
Walsh, assistant professor of sociology 
at Catholic University, in a paper sub¬ 
mitted to the Senate committee during 
its hearings in April and May, 1945, 
on S-717, a bill which would have 
authorized Federal funds for the sup¬ 
port of Catholic parochial schools. 
More than two pages (925-927) of 
volume 2 of the printed hearings before 
the Senate committee are devoted to 
quotations from the above-mentioned 
pamphlet of ours, while three and a 
half pages (928-931) contain Dr. 
Walsh’s rebuttal, under the significant 
title “A Novel Theory of Crime.” She 
says in part: 

“Mr. Lehmann’s theory is, I must ad¬ 
mit, one that is quite startling, as well 
as original. The trend of his article is 
to the effect that religious education, 
specifically Catholic religious educa¬ 
tion, is the cause of crime. This theory 
is one that no doubt null cause con¬ 
sternation to many of his readers. For 
it is the generally held opinion among 
constituents of religious groups, wheth¬ 
er Catholic, Protestant, or Jewish, that 
religious teaching is a powerful influ¬ 
ence toward good citizenship and right 
acting . . . 

“Certainly any light-minded citizen 
who is anxious to help his country in 
the matter of so disturbing a problem 
as crime would be willing to read Mr. 
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Lehmann's theory in a spirit of fair- 
minded inquiry. For it may be that he 
lias found an answer to the problem 
that has escaped the experts. Perhaps 
lie has a solution which will be of great 
assistance to educators, administra¬ 
tors, and social thinkers.”* 

Although admitting that the facts 
and figures supplied by our pamphlet 
are all from official Catholic sources, 
and that these statistics show an exces¬ 
sively large proportion of Roman Cath¬ 
olics committed to prisons in all large 
States, Dr. Walsh naturally does not 
intend to admit by the above that our 
“novel theory of crime’’ has any value. 
She tries to explain away the official 
Catholic figures which we quote of this 
excessive proportion of Catholics in 
jails by stating that, “there is a much 
higher registration of church affiliation 
among prisoners than among the gen¬ 
eral population.” But surely these 
Catholic prison chaplains who sup¬ 
plied the information on Catholic 
prisoners would have taken care not to 
make the number of Roman Catholics 
in prison appear greater than it really 
is. That they used their own estimates, 
rather than figures from statistics of 
prison registration, can be seen from 
the fact that the number of Roman 
Catholics listed in Government reports 
is higher than that supplied by these 
Catholic prison chaplains. 


Christian Doctrine, that gives “causes 
that excuse from theft.” Nor is there 
any mention of official Catholic moral 
teaching that one may steal up to 
$40.00 at one time without committing 
a mortal sin . 

The world needs religious teaching 
today. Education of youth is incom¬ 
plete without it. But any old religion 
won’t do! It must be a religion that 
strengthens the moral fibre, that has 
power really to save, that truly sancti¬ 
fies and consecrates the individual heart 
and is a proper guide to conscience. 
Of more harm than good is a religious 
moral code, like that of the Roman 
Catholic church, that merely supplies 
“reasons” to enable people to break 
the ten commandments without com¬ 
mitting grievous sin. 

One of the tests whether a religion 
is good or bad is its ability to support 
and propagate itself without an al¬ 
liance with and special protection of 
the civil government. That the Found¬ 
ing Fathers of this great Republic knew 
and acted on this may be seen from 
the following declaration of Benjamin 
Franklin: 

“When a religion is good I conceive 
that it will support itself, and when 
it cannot support itself and God 
does not take care to support it, 
so that its professors are obliged to 
call for help of the civil power, it is 
a sign, I apprehend, of its being a 
bad one.” 


GOOD NEWS FROM PERU 

HAROLD T. COMMONS, president of the 
Association of Baptists for World Evangel¬ 
ism, writes us to say that, “Peru, which has 
been entirely closed to new missionaries, 
has granted permission for tioo of our 
young women, Miss Helen Page ard Miss 
Hettie Todd, to go.” 


Entirely overlooked in Dr. Walsh’s 
criticism of our pamphlet are the 
proofs we show that Catholic moral 
teaching may become an incentive to 
crime, especially theft and robbery. 
No attempt is made to explain away 
the answer, of which we supply a 
photostatic copy, from the official 
Catholie-school catechism, Manual of 

*Hearings before the Committee on Edu¬ 
cation and Labor, U. 8. Senate, 7 9th 
Congress, U. S. Govt. Printing Office. 
1945, Part 2. pp. 928-931. 
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► PROTESTANTS IN POLAND are in 
great distress, according to a dispatch from 
Geneva to the Chicago Tribune of last May 
17. “The Nazis drove the Protestants from 
their parsonages and church houses," the 
report stated, “and then set fire to all the 
buildings." 01 the Warsaw church, the re¬ 
port had the following: "The roof, irindows, 
and chancel are gone, a?id even the 1563 
Bible, the first translation mto Polish, was 
stolen . * . All church archives in the War¬ 
saw parish were destroyed. The Protestant 
cemetery was turned into a battle field, 
itnth tombs broken and coffins opened." 

► A BOOKLET, "I Am the Catholic Press” 
recently published by The Catholic Press 
Association gives the total circulation of 
Catholic newspapers and periodicals in the 
U. S. for 1946 as 12,734,325, an increase of 
nearly 6.000,000 since 1925. 

► AMONG the list of 022 undercover 
agents formerly on the payroll of Musso¬ 
lini’s OVRA (secret police) published 
in the N. Y. ‘Times’ of last July 4, are the 
names of Msgr. Enrico Pucci, head of the 
Pucci news agency which has been a 
source of Vatican news to this country, 
and Virgilio Scattolini, movie critic of 
the Vatican organ, ‘Osseiwatore Romano,’ 

► REPORTING Mr. (now Papal Count) 
Myron C. Taylor’s attendance at the funeral 
rites of the late Cardinal Enrico Gaaparri, 
a dispatch from Rome in the N. Y. Times 
of last May 23 openly styled him, “ United 
States envoy, Myron C . Taylor.” 

► OFFICIAL Roman Catholic statistics 
some time ago put the Roman Catholic 
population of Boston at 75%. The Metho¬ 
dist weekly ‘Zion’s Herald’ of last April 
17 discounted this and reported that, ac¬ 
cording to figures released by the Massa¬ 
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chusetts Council of Churches, the 1 ^ 
Catholic population in Boston is not?d|| 


► THE NAZIS destroyed the origj 
document of the Treaty of VersaiHeg|| 
cording to a dispatch from Paris in 1 
Y ‘Times' of last May 23. But doc 
relating to the Treaty of Westphaliajj 
enped destruction, the report said, 
had vowed that the real object in 
Nazi crusade was particularly to dc 
the effects of the Treaty of Westpli 
This historic treaty guaranteed roligtj 
freedom for the first time among tho|| 
lions of Europe, but was anathamaf 
and has been held since as liavihg| 
binding effect by the Roman Catl|| 
church. 

► TWO MORE Nazi Germans escajf 
from Vatican City last June 20, accon 
to a Rome report to the N. Y, ‘Times| 
June 22. Four others escaped last 
and four still remain. 

► TWO BAPTIST ministers from the! 
viet Union attended the Swedish Bai§| 
convention in Upsala last June 21 ,% 
brought “greetings from the Russian Bj 
list conference which strives for unity i 
all Christian brethren throughout 
world” according to a wireless dispag 
to the N. Y. Times from Stockholm of 
date. 

► 4 PM’ of last June 24 carried the follovdjf 
story from Rome: “A priest of a small pM 
ish church in Rome said a mass last -jgjj 
day fox' the late Benito Mussolini. Be \ 
he had reecived an OAionymous bequest { 
$500 for the requiem mass, and per forim 
it because the Roman Catholic church c<f] 
sidered Mussolini 'just another sinner.’M 


► THE V. S. SUPREME COURT null 2 
decide the long-disputed question whettif 
parochial school pupils lire entitled to fr| 
bus transportation, it was announced ini 
UP dispatch in the N. Y. ‘Times’ of 
May 7. The action was brought by Art 
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jplrson, executive director of the New 
||}y; Taxpayers Association. Tliis will 
|pffirst time this vexing question will 
fsk'the highest court in the land, and 
! decision is sure to have wide rcper- 
ibns. 

LATE Major Edward J. Bowes, 
j|pdirector of the Amateur Hour, left 
I bulk of his estate, estimated at $4,- 
0,000, to the Roman. Catholic church in 
Iform of a fund to St. Patrick’s Cafche- 
jin New York. 

|0TARY CLUBS have been banned to 
|an Catholics by Bishop Limoges of 
jgt; Laurier, Montreal, Canada. His rea- 
jp as recorded in a special dispatch from 
||va in the N. Y. Times of last May 28, 
W' U becau$e membership is open to all 
pes av6 creeds 


0AUtm WINCHELL’S prediction that 
|jumnist Dorothy Thompson would be- 
je a Roman Catholic was exploded by 
lay-Catholic magazine The Common* 
|f of last March 29, which stated that she 
Jtj?remain "with the [Methodist] faith of 
|g|f&thers.” It quotes her, however, as 
falsing Roman Catholicism as "the oldest 
of in Christendom to which those who are 
fare of economic determinism and its de- 
fslon should turn.” 


iiTO OFFSET attention to the “Ameri- 
Mother of 1946,” the Catholic Con- 
grence on Family Dife chose Mrs. Joy S. 
jfurd last May 8 as their own “CATHO- 
tb MOTHER OF THE UNITED 
fTATBS,” She is the mother of 15 chil- 


rjA DISPATCH from Frankfurt in the 
liicago Daily News of January 12, reported 
bat a booklet praising Hitler’s “War and 
fepensraum” was being circulated among 
fudents and Catholic youth groups in the 
fritish and U. S- 2 ones. It was printed dur- 
jg the last days of the war and “copies 
|and their way to the Vatican and to the 
an Francisco Conference. 7 * Catholic church 


groups were said to he mainly responsible 
for its reproduction. 

►- ‘PRAVDA,’ Russia newspaper, declared 
last February 7, according to an AP dis¬ 
patch from Moscow, that Archduke Otto 
of Hapsburg and bis brother Richard were 
seeking to establish a “southeastern bloc” 
in Austria, “with the blessing of the Vati¬ 
can and William C. Bullitt, former U. S. 
Ambassador to Russia.” 

► THE N. Y. Times' account of the death 
of Yosuke Matsuoka, former Japanese For¬ 
eign Minister, last June 27, recalled that 
Matsuoka, after engineering the Rome-Ber- 
lin-Tokyo Axis, journeyed through Europe 
in March 1941, "where he received a royal 
toelcome from Hitler, Goering , von Ribben- 
trop and Mussolini. He conferred also with 
Pope Pius XII.” The following February, 
shortly after Pearl Harbor, the Vatican ac¬ 
cepted Ken Harada as Japanese Ambassa¬ 
dor against the protests of Britain and the 
United States. 

► THE NEW Official Catholic Directory for 
1946 claims a total of 24,402,124 Roman 
Catholics in the Continental United States, 
Alaska, and the Hawaiian Islands, an in- 


► THE ITEM in this column in our 
May issue, p. 157, that Cardinal Glen- 
non’s body was brought back to the 
U. S. by plane from Ireland at U. S. 
Government expense has been dis¬ 
puted. Advice from the Transcontin¬ 
ental Western Airlines offices later 
stated that the expense was borne 
partly by that company and partly by 
the Archdiocese of St. Douis. The item 
In our May issue, however, may be 
verified from the N. Y. ‘Times* of 
March 11, 1940, whose correspondent 
Hugh Smith cabled from Dublin as 
follows: 

"After the Mullingar ceremonies , the 
coffin will be taken to Shannon Air¬ 
port , there to be placed aboard a 
plane provided by the United States 
Government 77 
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crease of 438,453 over last year. Total num¬ 
ber of priests claimed is 38,980, nuns and 
sisters 139,218, Brothers 6,721. Infant bap¬ 
tisms decreased 5,091; marriages decreased 
3,879. 

► TO OFFSET the power of the 13,500 
organized Catholics in the police force of 
New York City, Protestant Chaplain A. 
Hamilton Nesbitt has organized the 4,000- 
odd Protestants on the force into a St. 
George Association. Chaplain Nesbitt, a 
Methodist, is also establishing branches 
among the police forces of other large 
cities. 

► POPE PIUS XII made sure to send 
cordial greetings to Per6n last June 3, 
the eve of the Argentine Dictator's in¬ 
auguration as President of Argentina. Ac¬ 
cording to the N. Y. ‘Times' of June 4, 
Argentine newspaper ‘Epoca' printed the 
Pope’s picture with his message to Per6n 
underneath. 

^ OWING to the large number of Roman 
Catholic priests who have been arrested 
in Hungary for Fascist activities, the 
bishops of that country were obliged to 
issue an order last May 9, “banning 
priests from political activities." This was 
recorded by the N. Y. ‘Times’ of that date 
from Budapest. The Pope, however, has 
officially ordered all priests throughout 
the world to take part in politics. 

► OUR LADY OF FATIMA kept Portugal 
neutral in the war, Pope Pius Xn told 
the Portuguese people in a radio broad¬ 
cast last February 13. “The most terrible 
war did not envelop you owing to the pro¬ 
tection of Our Lady of Fatima," he de¬ 
clared, according to a U. P. report from 
Lisbon on that date. Catholics in the 
Pope’s own Italy, on the other hand, are 
reported as having lost faith in the pro¬ 
tection of their particular Madonnas for 
failing to protect their cities from de¬ 
struction by Allied bombs. 

► CHICAGO POLICE raided a gambling 
carnival in the lot of Our Lady of Good 
Counsel Church at 36th Street and Hermi- 

— a iia An Thti£> 13 Tn the words of 


the Chicago Daily Tribune of June 14: “Be¬ 
wildered croupiers , shills and dice dealers 
at the carnival last night folded up their 
bankrolls , closed their money boxes and 
ruefully shut tip shop” Police who investi¬ 
gated the carnival, which was held under 
the auspices of the church, “found dice 
games, roulette wheels, and nickel, dime 
and quarter slot machines.” 

► THE CEDING of the Dodecanese Is¬ 
lands to Greece by the ‘Big Four’ Foreign 
Ministers in Paris last June 27 will not 
please the Vatican. Under Italy, and es¬ 
pecially during Mussolini’s regime, the 
Greek orthodox inhabitants—90 per cent 
of the population—suffered religious per¬ 
secution, and the teaching of the Roman 
Catholic religion was made obligatory by 
Fascist decree in all schools of the Is¬ 
lands. (See article in “The Converted 
Catholic Magazine," December 1944) 

► JOSEPH VITOLO, the 9-year-old boy 
who claimed to have seen visions of the 
Virgin Mary in a vacant lot in the Bronx 
last November, was even more widely pub¬ 
licized in London than in New York. The 
London Daily Mail of November 16, called 
him “ Joseph , the Boy Wonder,” and pic¬ 
tured him showing a wound in the palm 
of his hand “which he claims was burned 
by hot wax from a candle handed to him 
by the Virgin ” Other pictures that have 
reached us from London show the vast 
crowds kneeling in the cold and rain wait¬ 
ing for the ‘miracle’ that never occurred. 

► NAZISM in Catholic Bavaria is again 
beginning to raise its head, according 
to Minister President Dr. Wilhelm Hoeg- 
ner in the N. Y. ‘Times’ of last April 
12. Hoegner was appointed by the AMG 
after it was forced to oust Catholic- 
sponsored Friedrich Schaeffer as Minister 
President of Bavaria. Hoegner has asked 
for a new law for the “protection of the 
Bavarian State" against the Nazis who, 
he says “are so deeply entrenched in the 
political, social and economic structure 
that they will remain for years a threat 
to any democratic regime." He also re¬ 
vealed, according to this same report, 
that of Catholic Bavaria’s pre-war Jewish 
population of 52,000, only 2,000 remain, 
most of them having been “liquidated.” 
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TITO AND CATHOLIC 
BISHOPS IN YUGOSLAVIA 

7E HAVE at hand an English 
copy of Marshal Tito’s reply to 
the Pastoral Letter published by the 
Roman Catholic bishops of Yugoslavia 
last fall, in which they complained of 
persecution of the Catholic church 
under Tito’s regime. 

This reply of Tito’s was reprinted by 
the Yugoslav Embassy in Washington, 
D. C., and from this we quote below. 
“The bishops /' says Tito, “go so far as 
to claim the purvishment of criminal 
Ustashi cut-throats who happened to be 
priests constitutes persecution of the 
church He then continues: 

“Why did the bishops not read such 
a letter in all the churches during .the 
Pavelich and German regime?—a 
letter protesting against those ter¬ 
rible massacres of Serbs in Croatia 
during which hundreds of thousands 
of men, women and children were 
killed ? 

“Why did they not publish such a 
letter against the massacres and 
shootings committed by Ustashi and 
Germans against tens of thousands 
of Croatians, including the best sons 
of the Croatian people? 

“Why did they not revolt against 
that most horrible human slaughter¬ 
house, the concentration camp in 
Yasenovatz, where Ustashi extermi¬ 
nated hundreds of thousands of 
Serbs and Croats? 

“Are they acquainted with the fact 
that the priests whom they are now 
defending were hardened Ustashi 
cut-throats and instigators of massa¬ 
cres? Did they ever condemn even 
one of these criminals or excommuni¬ 
cate them? They did not, and today 
they wish to make martyrs of them. 

“In the monastery in Shiroki Briyeg 
in Herzegovina mnnv friars tnaether 


with Germans and Ustashi, fought 
against our National Liberation 
Army. Seminaries and secondary 
schools in Bosnia and Herzegovina 
were the main hotbeds of crimes 
which our people will remember for¬ 
ever. 

“To safeguard our peoples from 
similar catastrophes we must under¬ 
take all measures to make such sow¬ 
ing of hatred among our peoples im¬ 
possible. My impression is that this 
Pastoral Letter of the Catholic bish¬ 
ops is pervaded by that old spirit of 
sowing hatred among the people. 

“I do not wish to condemn all those 
who signed this letter because I know 
some did so under pressure, and at 
heart do not agree with its contents; 
but the fact is that the letter exists 
and plays a destructive role. It ham¬ 
pers the consolidation of our coun¬ 
try. It sows hatred among the people, 
especially when interpreted by 
priests who are for the Ustashi. 

“From the statement of Archbishop 
Stepinac and certain other church 
dignitaries that they are prepared 
to persevere in the struggle at the 
cost of personal sacrifices, I can only 
draw one conclusion: They were all 
reconciled to the state of affairs un¬ 
der Pavelich, not from fear but for 
ideological reasons, and together with 
other reactionaries in Yugoslavia 
have now entered the struggle against 
Democratic Federal Yugoslavia ac¬ 
cording to a definite plan. 

“The letter contains considerable 
falsehoods, the greatest of which is 
that the Church is being persecuted 
in Yugoslavia. That there are no per¬ 
secutions of the Church in Yugo¬ 
slavia is best proved by the fact that 
the authors of this letter are at lib¬ 
erty and that no one so far has pre¬ 
vented them in their destructive 
work. 7 ’ 







220 


The Converted Catholic Magazine 


September,'ifS 


The extent to which the Roman 
Catholic church in Yugoslavia took 
part in Ustashi atrocities during the 
Nazi occupation may be seen in the 
book Martyrdom of the Serbs, and 
from the article in The Converted 
Catholic Magazine for December, 
1945, entitled “ Papal Murder in 
Croatia. J * 


PROTESTANTS IN RUSSIA 

TTROM MOSCOW last July 22, came 
A an encouraging report concerning 
religious freedom in Soviet Russia from 
Dr. Louie D. Newton, president of the 
Southern Baptist Convention. Dr. New¬ 
ton was one of seven American church 
leaders invited to visit Russia by the 
Soviet Government. 

According to the N. Y. Herald Trib¬ 
une of July 23, Dr. Newton preached 
on the previous Sunday in the Moscow 
Baptist Church to a congregation of 
2,000. In his interview with the press 
he further stated that more than 250,- 
000 Russians had been baptized and at¬ 
tend services regular^ in the 3,000 Bap¬ 
tist churches throughout the Soviet 
Union. He gave the total of Baptist be¬ 
lievers in the Soviet Union as between 
one and a half and two millions. 

Fred Meyers, of New York, executive 
director of the American Society for 
Russian Relief, also attended the serv¬ 
ice and said it was‘ ‘ just like any service 
back home.” The congregation sang 
familiar hymns, such as <£ 0 God Our 
Help in Ages Past,” and “Hallelujah, 
Thine the Glory.” 

Dr. Newton said he was told by Pas¬ 
tor Mikhail A. Orlov, of the Moscow 


interference in church affairs and||J| 
the Baptists were permitted to kd||| 
ister church funds without supervise 
J. I. Zhidkov, president of the A] 
Union Council of Evangelicals 
Baptists and a leading Protestant, 
the Soviet Union, was also present^ 
publicly accepted an invitation 
the Southern Baptist Convention M§§ 
Louis in May, 1947. President Tru^H 
has been asked to speak at theggjfj 
convention. ;1 

The free preaching of the Gos^effl 
Russia, and in those countries now|u| 
der Russian control, would be 1iie|||| 
guarantee of peace and security ii||j 
future world. Wm 

Hi 


ARE YOU MOVING? 

YOU should notify us in advnnce|o| 
any change of address, as the po|f 
office will not forward our magazli|| 
to you even if you leave a forwardinJj^| 
address. Your compliance in this ni|j§| 
ter will save delay and expense. KiMl 
ly add 10£ for cost of new addreell| 
graph plate. 


' thJ§ 


PASS IT ALONG 

AN EMPLOYEE of The Converted! 
Catholic Magazine gave a sample itff 
a member of his family, who is nowf| 
subscriber. Though a life-long Protl 
tant, this man had never heard of 
Converted Catholic Magazine. He, 
turn, passed the sample copy to a 
ness acquaintance, a great Bible st@ 
dent, and she was delighted with thf 
magazine. 

Believing that such a publicatio: 
should have a wider circulation, shej 
brought it to the attention of her busi¬ 
ness friends and has already obtained 
more than ten new subscribers. Doi 
this suggest anything to you? Do yoj 
pass your Converted Catholic Maoa= 
zine along? 
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SMALL THINGS 


IpS HOLY LIFE is made up of a multitude of small tilings. It Is til© receiving 
HKH of Christ in the little things of the hour, not only the great tilings of 
the age, tliat Alls up a life like to that of Paul or Jolin, or even of Jesus 
BKi ttmself. Little words, not eloquent speeches nor sermons; little deeds, not 
Ip'-miracles nor battles, nor one great heroic act nor mighty martyrdom, make 
||J|iip the true Cluistian life. 

The avoidance of little evils, little sins, little inconsistencies, little weak- 
Bpiosses, little follies, little indiscretions and imprudences, little foibles, little 
jgpindulgences of self and of the flesh, little acts of indolence or indecision or 
W* cowardice, little equivocations or aberrations from high integrity, little 
BRouchos of shabbiness and meanness, little bits of covetousness and penurious- 
||§|ness, little exhibitions of wordliness and gayety, little indifferences to the 
Bp feelings and wishes of others, little outbreaks of temper, or crossness, or 
Blieelflsliness, or vanity—the avoidance of such little things as these goes far to 
fp-make up at least the negative beauty of a holy life. 

HE; And then attention to the little duties of the day and hour, in public trans- 
^l§| actions or private dealings, or family arrangements; to the little words and 
yplooks and tones; to little benevolences, or forbearances, or tendernesses; to 
^piittle self-denials and self-restraints and self-forgetfulnesses; to little plans 

I fof quiet kindness and thoughtful consideration for others; to punctuality and 
method and true aim in the ordering of each day—these are the active devel¬ 
opments of a holy life; the rich and divine mosaics of which it is composed. 

What makes the green lull so beautiful? Not the outstanding peak or stately 
|elm, but the bright sward which clothes Its slopes, composed of innumerable 
Iblades of slender grass. It is of the small things that life is made up, and he 
I who will acknowledge no life as great save that which is built up of great 
fj| things, so-called, will find little in Bible characters to admire or coj>y. 

tjjl If in little tilings you do not fail to receive 011118*, letting His Spirit ever 
]|v work in you to will and to do His good pleasure, you will never fail in the 
Up grout things, and you will be numbered with the overcoiners who overcome 
H as Jesus overcame. 

lip To him that overcometh mill I grant to sit with me mi my throne, even as l 
jj | also overcame , and am set dovyn i vith my Father in His throne. He that hath on 
fe ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith. Rev. 3:21,22. 
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tance of the Lord Jesus Christ. Bull 
renascence they experience is very ...vaj 
Even when the minister returns to hislj 
faith in God, the reader is left in the! 
as to what it really means. 

Nevertheless, the story might po£|j| 
bring consolation to a troubled reader.$§§ 
FROM ROMAN PRIEST TO RADIO EVAN- jt a gtory of real re-birth, then inde^ifl 
GELIST, by Manuel Garrido Aldama; 114 would be helpful *to hungry souls seeking 
pp., cloth bound, Zondervan Publishing new j|f e | n Christ. 

House. Price $1.00. 

LIFE STORIES OF CONVERTED 
PRIESTS are not only interesting but serve 
a very useful and practical purpose. They 
point up the contrast between the saving 
teaching of the Gospel and -the erroneous 
teachings and practices of the religion of 
Rome. They tell of the “spiritual somer- 
sault” which changes a priest from his false 
position as “another Christ” into “another 
sinner saved by Christ.” 

Of particular importance is this story 
by Dr. Aldama, a Spanish-born former priest 
whose voice has been heard around the 
globe as a radio minister of the Gospel in 
the Spanish language. The publication of 
his book is most timely just now when 
world councils of statesmen are seeking a 
way to liberate -the Spanish people from 
the yoke of Catholic-Fascist oppression. 

That can best be accomplished by getting 
to the Spanish people everywnere the liber¬ 
ating message of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Dr. Aldama is at present negotiating in 
Europe for the setting up of radio stations 
there that will carry that Gospel across 
the borders of Franco-dominated Spain. 

Not only does Dr. Aldama tell of his own 
personal experiences as a Roman priest 
He also imparts much valuable information 
about the teachings and practices of Ro¬ 
man Catholicism as contrasted with true 
Christian teaching as believed by Protes¬ 
tants. His book should be of help to both 
Protestants and Catholics alike. 


“WIND IN THE OLIVE TREES,” by-iSS 
Plenn (Boni & Gaer, N. Y. $3.00), ii|f 
latest book on Franco Spain. The aufpjj 
was Chief of Propaganda Analysis witbjjf 
U, S. Embassy in Madrid during the|w.| 
His writing is vivid and dramatic ariSf 
is frank in speaking of the Catholic chur|] 
crusade to wipe out Protestantism amjf 
sonry in Franco Spain. 


NICODEMUS, by Dorothy Walworth; 
Houghton Mifflin Co., Boston, 301 pp. $2.50. 

THIS is not a pietistic story. It is an at¬ 
tempt, crude in spots, to show how four 
people without faith in God or life search 
for a justification of birth, life and death. 

The title would lead one to expect that 
these four people were spiritually born 

-. *01100 Tnr aAMn. 


A NATION OF NATIONS, by Louis M 

mic, 399 pages, cloth-bound, Harperj 

Bros., New York, $3.50. 

PREJUDICED people who insist thatj 
country is essentially “White-Protest&| 
Anglo-Saxon” by nature and devclopinej| 
and owes little or nothing to other |e| 
meats, won’t like this book. But the libe|I 
minded person, who is anxious to enlafj 
his outlook and come to a deeper undj| 
standing -of the American “melting p|| 
will find here in simple, readable flj 
thousands of facts showing the splenjj 
contributions of thirteen different peo|J 
to the growth of our culture and the|g 
velopment of our nation. 

Louis Adamic is dedicated to the pr® 
sition that “Die pattern of America w | 
of a piece; it is a blend of cultures /rOi 
many lands , looven in threads from 
corners of the world. Diversity is the 
tern .** This is one of several books he;:® 
written to prove it He writes with vigoj 
deep conviction, and first-hand knowledi 
gathered over the years of every sectionjf 
the minority groups that constitute so lafjg 
a part of our country. 

In this volume Mr. Adamic, a Yugoslj 
by birth, treats in thirteen different chaj 
tcrs of the American minority groups col 
ins from Italy, Spain and Mexico, Franfil 
Holland, Sweden, Russia, Germany, Yuffl 
ci«vf« TsJm*TO’f»v Poland and Irelanf 
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jgo gives 39 pages to a discussion 
||gro Americans. In discussing each 
the author gives a brief survey ot 
fflstory in this country, its first appear- 
f here, its part in wars and great events 
|shaped our destiny, its present status, 
Ian imposing list of individuals who 
j||hmde notable contributions to our 
HPM development. 

ASS' book is not an array of passing 
fissions gathered by the author in his 
gigious travels to every nook and cor- 
jpf our land. It is much more the com- 
gfion of thousands of facts gathered 
Biigh research over a period of several 
^H-facts that nowhere else are easily 
e. You will be surprised to find that 
ffiacial background of many of Amer- 
Sfgreat men, such as Robert Fulton and 
Kiel Morse, is not what you imagined 
||p Many that you assumed to be Anglo- 
Jcod aren’t Anglo-Saxon, but Irish or 
Me thing else. 

gpuis Adamic does not shrink from the 
HRS. Unlike practically all the other 
JEers in America, he will frankly state 
||@ about the -Roman Catholic church. He 
Sas done it elsewhere, and this book is no 
ptception. For instance, he says of Father 
jljjimanski, xrho was featured in the news- 
Scrs over a year ago for his tolerant ap- 
||§ck to Russia, that he “was disciplined 
Bishop Thomas O’Leary of Springfield 
tfiich as the Irish straw-bosses of one or 
Up generations earlier used to slap down 
fplack' and ‘Hunky’. . Speaking of the 
®|h, he does not hesitate to point out the 
%‘b-Axis sentiments of their organizations 
grrccent years, and even more to the point, 
plauotes from Harold Fey’s articles in 
Christian Century to show that Cath- 
Jp intolerance and aggressiveness have 
put Protestantism on the defensive here in 
Band where it had always predominated. 

|The main shortcoming of the book is 
1% inadequate explanation of facts that 
||pults from stressing race to the exclusion 
| ^religion. For example, it is all well and 
food to name four outstanding Irishmen 
®|foremost leaders in American education. 
Jut when one fails to note, as Mr. Adamic, 
Woes, that every one of them is an Irish 
Jlofcsfant, he leaves the fact open to mis¬ 
understanding and misinterpretation. How 
jjtuch more meaningful it would have been 
|p : contrast the fact that Irish Protestant¬ 
ism has made -these tremendous contribu- 
ilpus to American education, while Irish 


Catholics have not contributed a single out¬ 
standing educator to this country. 

But, after all, Mr. Adamic is essentially 
treating of races, not religions, and for his 
purpose he may be justified. He can say, 
too, there is no book that can treat a sub¬ 
ject from every point of view. We think 
highly of Mr. Adamic’s work and feel that 
America is profoundly indebted to him for 
his contributions toward a better knowledge 
of our country and our fellow Americans. 

—I. J. M. 


SAMPLE OF 
JESUIT PROPAGANDA 

T YPICAL of Roman Catholic propa¬ 
ganda these days to absolve the 
Germans for the war and to put the 
blame on America is the following from 
a speech of Dr. Charles C. Tansil, pro¬ 
fessor at the Jesuit Georgetown (D.C.) 
University, and formerly of the Jesuit 
Fordham University. It was (appro¬ 
priately) quoted in John O’Donneirs 
N. Y. Daily News column for last April 
2, as follows: 

“It was Roosevelt’s idea to crush Ger¬ 
many — not Stalin’s. Stalin said he 
wanted a strong Germany, but Roose¬ 
velt was obsessed with the idea of 
completely crashing the Germans. How, 
as a result of the crushing of the Ger¬ 
mans, there is no power in Europe to 
balance that of the Russians. And we 
have only Roosevelt to blame.” 

Attacking the United Nations, Cath¬ 
olic professor Tonsil declared: 

“The United Nations is a fake because 
it rests on the power of only two great 
nations—the United States and Russia. 
These two nations completely neutralize 
each other and can block anything the 
United Nations try to do.” 


Each must know God in Ills heart of 
hearts and acknowledge him there in 
spirit. Without this, no ceremony or ritual 
under vaulted stone of churches can avail. 






